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Figure 6: Removal of the Department of the Interior's Bureau of Land Management Climate
Change page. Compare previous version from May 16, 2017 and removed page from November
12, 2017 on the Internet Archive’'s Wayback Machine; URL:
https://www.blm.gov/about/how-we-manage/climate-change; EDGI Report.

https://envirodatagov.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/WM-CCR-21-DOI-BLM-Website-180109.pdf
(Accessed January 9, 2018).
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In early December, the DOI's National Park Service removed 92 documents
describing national parks’ climate action plans from its website.® The plans,
detailing how national parks are currently responding and will continue to respond
to climate change, are prerequisite for becoming a Climate Friendly Park member.
Following the release of EDGI’s report and news media attention, NPS responded by
stating that the plans had been removed in order to comply with provisions of
Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, making “electronic information and
technology accessible to people with disabilities.”® The agency further stated that it
intends to return compliant content by the government-wide January 18, 2018
deadline. While increasing usability standards is important for equitable content
access, if compliant replacement content had been prepared in advance, the
agency would not have had to make valuable resources unavailable simply to
remain in compliance with law.

Of All Agencies, the EPA has Removed the Most Climate Web Content

The most significant reduction in access to an agency's climate change information
occurred when the EPA made substantial alterations to its climate change website
on Trump'’s 99th day in office, which was also the day before the People’s Climate
March.®” As multiple EPA climate change subdomains began redirecting to a notice
stating “this page is being updated,” the EPA issued a statement announcing the
overhaul of its website to “reflect the agency’s new direction under President
Donald Trump and Administrator Scott Pruitt.”*® The removed EPA climate change
domains included extensive information on the EPA’'s work to mitigate climate
change, as well as details of data collection efforts and indicators for climate
change.

% Toly Rinberg, Gretchen Gehrke, Andrew Bergman, Justin Schell, “Removal of Climate Action Plans and
Links from the National Park Service’s Climate Friendly Parks Program Website,” Environmental Data &
Governance Initiative, (May 21, 2017),
https://envirodatagov.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/AAR-6-NPS-Climate-Action-Plans-171221.pdf
(Accessed December 31, 2017).
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Blog, (December 21, 2017),
https://envirodatagov.org/climate-action-plans-for-national-parks-removed-from-site/ (Accessed December
31, 2017).

57 Nicholas Fandos, “Climate March Draws Thousands of Protesters Alarmed by Trump’s Environmental
Agenda,” The New York Times, (April 29, 2017),
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/29/us/politics/peoples-climate-march-trump.html

% U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, “EPA Kicks Off Website Updates,” (April 28, 2017),
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Almost all of the removed information could still be found on the January 19
snapshot, which is a mirror of the EPA’'s website from the last day of Administrator
McCarthy's tenure that the EPA put up on its website and linked from its homepage
on February 15th. The EPA overhaul notice included a link to the January 19
snapshot stating that the “screenshot of the last administration’s website will
remain available from the main page.” This sentence originally included the words
“as required by law,” but they were removed within hours of the statement’s
release. The legal consideration here likely refers to the numerous Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) requests that were filed requesting historic versions of the
EPA website. Indeed, if the EPA received three or more FOIA requests for the
Obama-era EPA website, the “Beetlejuice” provision of the updated FOIA legislation
would legally require the EPA to make the website snapshot accessible online.®®

The EPA's notice that an overhaul was in progress did represent some degree of
transparency, yet it failed to note which domains and pages were being removed or
altered. Moreover, it was posted the same day that the overhaul began, preventing
stakeholders from being able to download and archive valuable pages and
information. Because URLs redirected to the overhaul notice and not to the new
location of the pages in the January 19 snapshot, links to these pages from
government and non-government websites throughout the country and the world
suddenly ceased connecting people with useful climate change resources. And
because no notice for the change was given, there was no time to alter these links,
significantly reducing the public’s access to these resources the day before the
People’s Climate March.

8 Sarah Lamdan, Andrew Bergman, Maya Anjur-Dietrich, Gretchen Gehrke, and Toly Rinberg, “Errors in
January 19 snapshot of EPA.gov are problematic from transparency, data preservation, and information
access standpoints and may have legal implications,” Environmental Data & Governance Initiative Blog,
(May 5, 2017),
https://envirodatagov.org/errors-in-the-january-19-snapshot-of-epa-gov-are-problematic-from-transparenc
y-data-preservation-and-information-access-standpoints-and-may-have-legal-implications/ (Accessed
December 24, 2017).
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Figure 7: The EPA removed the entire Student’s Guide to Global Climate Change website.
Compare previous version from February 2, 2017 and redirect to notice page from April 30, 2017
on the Internet Archive’s Wayback Machine; URL: https://www3.epa.gov/climatechange/kids/;

EDGI Report.

While the EPA’s January 19 snapshot made much of the removed climate change
information available, even if access was significantly reduced for the reasons
stated above, certain parts of the EPA's website were rendered completely
inaccessible. One such example is the “Student’s Global Guide to Climate Change”
website (Figure 7), which was not accessible from either the EPA’s live website or
from the EPA’s January 19 snapshot once the overhaul began, likely due to an error
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in copying over this portion of the website to the snapshot.”® Missing information
from the snapshot is problematic from a data preservation and accessibility
standpoint and may have legal implications, as discussed above. This kind of poor
management of Web resources has left dead links and inaccessible pages, and has
generated confusion.

One of the websites removed on April 28 was titled “Climate and Energy Resources
for State, Local, and Tribal Governments” and was 380 pages in size (Figure 8). In
the first example of returned content, about three months after the removals, a
new website titled “Energy Resources for State, Local, and Tribal Governments” was
launched, replacing the previous site.”” Over 200 webpages providing climate
information were omitted from the new release and multiple pages, including the
homepage, were substantially altered, removing mentions and descriptions of
climate and climate change. Some webpages remain unchanged and have been
moved from the previous to the new website. For example, all the Web tools, like
the AVoided Emissions and geneRation Tool (AVERT), were preserved. Critically, all
URLs from the previous website now redirect to the new website’s homepage,
which means that links to the previous website have lost their value and specificity.

The EPA has yet to clearly communicate its reason for what has turned out to be a
major website overhaul. That content is being returned to the official EPA website
but climate information is being systematically left out suggests an intention to
manipulate the scientific and policy debate over climate change by restricting public
access to information.

0 Toly Rinberg, Andrew Bergman, Maya Anjur-Dietrich, and Gretchen Gehrke, “Change in Access to the
EPA's ‘A Student’s Guide to Global Climate Change’ Website,” Environmental Data & Governance
Initiative, (May 5, 2017),
https://envirodatagov.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/WM-AAR-1-EPA-Students-Guide-to-Global-Climat
e-Change-170505.pdf (Accessed December 24, 2017).

" Toly Rinberg, Eric Nost, Andrew Bergman, and Gretchen Gerhke, “Assessment of Removals and
Changes in Access to Resources on the EPA’s “Climate and Energy Resources for State, Local, and
Tribal Government” Website,” Environmental Data & Governance Initiative Website Monitoring Report,
(October 18, 2017),
https://envirodatagov.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/AAR-5-EPA-State-Local-Climate-Energy-171018.p
df (Accessed December 24, 2017); Toly Rinberg, Andrew Bergman, and Eric Nost “EPA’s Website
Overhaul Continues: Climate Resources Left Out of the Update to the “Climate and Energy Resources for
State, Local, and Tribal Governments” Website,” Environmental Data & Governance Initiative Blog,
(October 20, 2017), https://envirodatagov.org/epas-website-overhaul-continues/ (Accessed December 24,
2017).
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Figure 8: Replacement of the “Climate and Energy Resources for State, Local, and Tribal
Governments” website with another that omits climate information. Compare previous version
from April 13, 2017 (left) and newer version from September 25, 2017 (right) on the Internet
Archive's Wayback Machine; Previous URL: https://www.epa.gov/statelocalclimate; Current URL:
https://www.epa.gov/statelocalenergy; EDGI Report.

Following EDGlI's reporting of the website replacement, seven Democratic senators
wrote a letter to EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt asking that the previous “Climate
and Energy Resources for State, Local, and Tribal Governments” website be
returned and that an explanation for the initial removal be provided.”? The EPA did
not respond to the letter, which argued that “the decision to eliminate these federal

2 Senators Cory Booker, Tom Carper, Edward J. Markey, Sheldon Whitehouse, Kirsten Gillibrand,
Bernard Sanders, Brian Schatz to EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt, (November 14, 2017),
https://envirodatagov.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Letter-from-7-Dem-Senators-to-EPA-171114.pdf
(Accessed December 24, 2017).
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resources puts lives at risk and will translate into increased future costs for the
states, municipalities, and tribes that rely on these resources to respond to
changing environmental conditions.”

One example of how the loss of EPA climate change resources has substantive
practical impacts is the targeted reduction of access to the EPA’s Climate Change
Adaptation Plans, through link and document removals.” The Plans, which are
much more difficult to find now on the EPA's site, warned of the potential for
hurricanes to flood Superfund toxic waste sites, as occurred during Hurricane
Harvey in Texas. State officials, experts, and others responding to the hurricane and
to future natural disasters have less access to the Plans’ advice on how to prepare
for flooding, made more severe by the earth’s changing climate, and protect people
against toxic chemical exposure.”

Beyond reducing access to actionable information, removing public Web resources
can undermine democratic institutions such as notice-and-comment rulemaking.”
Also among the April 28 removals, was the EPA’s website for the Clean Power Plan,
President Obama’s defining regulation in the fight against climate change.”® Months
before the EPA’s proposed repeal of the rule, the website was removed and its URL
began redirecting to a single page about President’s Trump Executive Order on
Energy Independence, which called for a review of the Plan. The previous website
hosted and aggregated resources for the public to understand the Clean Power
Plan and for states to develop emissions plans. Spanish-language Web resources,
like fact sheets and community information, were removed without being archived,
likely due to the same errors as the Student’s climate change site removal. The
replacement page links to the Executive Order notice, the Federal Register, and
related news releases, but provides almost no information justifying or explaining

3 Marcy Beck, Andrew Bergman, Gretchen Gehrke, and Toly Rinberg, “Removal from the Greening EPA
Website of a Climate Change Adaptation Web Resource, Links to Resources, and Mentions of EPA's Own
Greening Performance Goals,” Environmental Data & Governance Initiative Website Monitoring Report,
(December 7, 2017),
https://envirodatagov.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/WM-CCR-20-EPA-Greening-EPA-171207-Updated
.pdf (Accessed December 24, 2017).

4 Corbin Hiar, “Missing EPA report warned of flooding at Superfund dumps,” E&E News, (September 18,
2017), https://www.eenews.net/stories/1060060957 (Accessed December 24, 2017).

s Office of the Federal Register, “A Guide to the Rulemaking Process”, (January 2011),
https://www.federalregister.gov/uploads/2011/01/the_rulemaking_process.pdf (Accessed December 25,
2017).

76 Toly Rinberg and Andrew Bergman, “How Pruitt Listens: Removing Clean Power Plan Web Resources
Undermines Public,” Union of Concerned Scientists Equation, (October 13, 2017),
https://blog.ucsusa.org/science-blogger/how-pruitt-listens-removing-clean-power-plan-web-resources-und
ermines-public-engagement (Accessed December 24, 2017).
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the shift in policy. The new page does not mention that a previous site existed and,
importantly, does not point to the archived version of the Clean Power Plan
website.

A student, policymaker, scientist, or member of the public interested in writing a
public comment can make a difference as all comments need to be accounted for
equally. However, removal of Web content and obfuscation of resources makes it
more difficult for those interested in engaging in the rulemaking process to provide
an informed, evidence-based comment. Anyone valuing the idea of democratic
policymaking should demand that public Web resources relevant for regulations
should remain readily accessible to the public, whether regulations are being
proposed or rolled back.

In most cases, the best and quickest way to learn about an agency'’s priorities,
operations, and policy perspectives is to access its website. By restructuring
websites and changing Web content, agencies are signaling what is and is not
important to them and how they would like the public to engage. Removal of
climate information disconnects the public from important resources for
understanding climate science and policy, and inhibits informed actions they might
take as a result. Moreover, if done without explanation, it isn't clear if alterations
have an underlying scientific basis or are politically motivated.
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VI. IMPORTANCE OF ACCURATELY DESCRIBING FEDERAL
WEBSITE CHANGES AND MEDIA PORTRAYAL

Websites can change in a variety of ways,’”” from straightforward text edits to
confusing webpage overhauls and URL redirects. It is also not always obvious who
is responsible for making the changes and what the review process is before a
change is published. Paying attention to these distinctions is important in order to
make sure that focus remains on the correct issues.

The journalism community, in particular, has covered changes to federal websites
since President Trump took office, working to contextualize the shifts in rhetoric
and reduction in access to important digital resources as warning signs and
indicators of changing policy. This reporting on issues of information and data
governance and access is an important public service. However, journalists have
occasionally misrepresented the nature of the changes that are occurring by
attributing changes to political appointees without evidence and by using improper
terminology or misunderstanding the nature of the changes.

Attribution of Changes

Without additional information, it is often impossible to tell whether changes were
made by career agency employees, agency political appointees, members of the
Trump administration, or anyone else. The distinction between self-censorship, in
which career staff attempt to make their offices appear less at odds with the
administration’s stated policy goals, and changes that were ordered by political
appointees at an agency or the White House, is not trivial.

In certain cases the Trump administration’s involvement is clear, as in the White
House website changeover and the overhaul of the EPA’s climate change website,

7 Toly Rinberg and Andrew Bergman, “How to classify changes to government websites,” Sunlight
Foundation Report, (October 5, 2017),
http://sunlightfoundation.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/How-to-classify-changes-to-government-websit
es.pdf (Accessed December 24, 2017).
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which was accompanied by a statement that the changes reflected “EPA's priorities
under the leadership of President Trump and Administrator Pruitt.”’®

Reporting by The Washington Post, however, suggests that other changes, such as
renaming of the DOE's “Clean Energy Investment Center” the “Energy Investor
Center” and the associated changes to the Center’'s webpages, were an act of
self-censorship. The Post writes, “Energy spokeswoman Lindsey Geisler said these
changes were not ordered by the Trump administration but were made by career
staff to ‘better reflect the broader focus of the project, which includes all traditional
and nontraditional energy sources.””®

FHWA's rebranding of their program by switching “climate change” to “resilience” in
their name occurred on December 13, 2016, before the inauguration, and was the
result of weeks-long “internal discussions,” according to one of their spokespeople.
Though we cannot rule out early communication with transition team members or
future Trump administration officials, the evidence suggests that the initiative to
change originated from within FHWA and not the Trump administration.

While these cases were identified as originating from career officials, it has often
been impossible to know the source of the orders for other website changes that
have been covered by the media. Cases like this, however, demonstrate that we
cannot assume that all website alterations originate from the administration or
from political appointees.

The news media has sometimes attributed the changes to the Trump
administration without corroborating evidence, which misleads the public and
distracts from what may really be occurring. For example, a ProPublica article,
originally titled “Child’s Play: Team Trump Rewrites a Department of Energy Website
for Kids,” implied that the language changes on the EIA site were ordered by

8 Alan Neuhauser, “Climate Change, Health Care Disappear from WhiteHouse.gov,” U.S. News & World
Report, (January 20, 2017),
https://www.usnews.com/news/national-news/articles/2017-01-20/climate-change-health-care-disappear-f
rom-white-house-website (Accessed December 24, 2017); Chris Mooney and Juliet Eilperin, “EPA
website removes climate science site from public view after two decades,” The Washington Post, (April
29, 2017),
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2017/04/28/epa-website-removes-climate
-science-site-from-public-view-after-two-decades/ (Accessed December 24, 2017).

8 Chris Mooney and Lisa Rein, “Don’t call it ‘climate change’: How the government is rebranding in the
age of Trump,” The Washington Post, (May 26, 2017),
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2017/05/26/just-dont-call-it-climate-chang
e-rebranding-government-in-the-age-of-trump/ (Accessed December 24, 2017).
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political appointees. ProPublica updated the article and its title to remove explicit
attribution to the Trump administration after EIA, which is an independent agency
whose publications are not subject to external review, responded by saying,
“contrary to the headlines and content of the articles, EIA has never been contacted
by anyone in the new administration regarding the content of any part of EIA’s
website.”®® In another case of misleading reporting, a Guardian article titled “Trump
is deleting climate change, one site at a time,” which provided several examples of
changes across federal agencies, overgeneralized by stating that “the
administration has taken a hatchet to climate change language across government
websites,” not providing evidence for the administration’s involvement or noting
the possibility for self-censorship.?! Getting the story right helps document the
internal processes and shifts in priorities that are occurring at agencies and
provides an important lead for future investigations.

Misuse of Language and Misunderstandings

In some cases, journalists have described website changes in imprecise and
exaggerated language that can mislead readers about the severity of those
alterations. On numerous occasions, articles refer to the removal of “data” in cases
where that is not what really occurred.®? The term “data” is often used loosely,
leading readers to assume worst case scenarios, such as the removal of primary
source data sets (e.g. files of buoy or satellite measurements) from websites, or
even from government servers, which has not occurred. In fact, in essentially all
cases thus far, the word “data” has been used to refer to either text on a webpage,
a webpage, or a document that contains text and images, which would more
accurately be described as Web information or content.

80 “E|A response to false claims in recent articles from ProPublica and The Atlantic,” U.S. Energy
Information Administration, (February 21, 2017), https://www.eia.gov/pressroom/releases/press444.php
(Accessed December 24, 2017).

81 Qliver Milman and Sam Morris, “Trump is deleting climate change, one site at a time” The Guardian,
(May 14, 2017),
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/may/14/donald-trump-climate-change-mentions-government-
websites (Accessed December 24, 2017).

82 Example of an article repeatedly using the term “data” to refer to documents: Victoria Herrman, “l am an
Arctic researcher. Donald Trump is deleting my citations,” The Guardian, (March 28 2017),
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/mar/28/arctic-researcher-donald-trump-deleting-my-cit
ations (Accessed December 24, 2017); Example of an article overgeneralizing and calling various forms
of Web content “data”: Joshua Eaton, “Disappearing Data Project,” ThinkProgress, (May 22, 2017),
https://thinkprogress.org/disappearing-data-2d806ddc4388/ (Accessed December 24, 2017).
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Moreover, the EPA, State Department, and White House, for example, all have
publicly accessible archives of their Obama-era websites, so for many observed
changes on those websites it is more correct to say that data or information has
been made less accessible, or has been removed and archived, rather than stating
that data or information has been “deleted,” as some journalists have done.® Still,
not all agency website archives represent a complete record, as demonstrated by
the missing Students’ website from the EPA's January 19 snapshot. Such cases could
be referred to as page deletions and have, thus far, been the most substantial
reductions in information access.

One Guardian article claimed that arctic “data” was “deleted” from government
websites, merging both of the language errors described above.?* In fact, the
article’s author was only referring to removals of President Obama’s White House
webpages and documents, which remain publicly archived. No evidence of data
deletions was presented.

Distrust of agencies, coupled with confusing changes and lack of proactive agency
explanation, has sometimes led to a public outcry based on incorrect reasoning. For
example, after the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) changed their search engine’s
properties, the number of results for the same search term dropped from the
thousands to the hundreds.®> Although the entire search engine was affected by
these changes, the reduction in the number of search results for the term “climate
change” was given special attention in a series of tweets. The social media response
as well as subsequent news media coverage® confused a few important points.

8 Example of article claiming deleted Web content without clarifying the existence of Web archives: Oliver
Milman and Sam Morris, “Trump is deleting climate change, one site at a time” The Guardian, (May 14,
2017),
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/may/14/donald-trump-climate-change-mentions-government-
websites (Accessed December 24, 2017).

8 Victoria Herrman, “| am an Arctic researcher. Donald Trump is deleting my citations,” The Guardian,
(March 28 2017),
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/mar/28/arctic-researcher-donald-trump-deleting-my-cit
ations (Accessed December 24, 2017).

8 Toly Rinberg and Andrew Bergman, “Changes to USGS website highlight the importance of search for
public access,” Sunlight Foundation Blog, (September 22, 2017),
https://sunlightfoundation.com/2017/09/22/changes-to-usgs-website-highlight-the-importance-of-search-fo
r-public-access (Accessed December 24, 2017).

8 Joe Romm, “Trump administration removes links to taxpayer-funded climate data on USGS website,”
ThinkProgress, (September 18, 2017),
https://thinkprogress.org/trump-officials-erase-climate-data-2a4e4fe81f96/ (Accessed December 24,
2017); Brittany Patterson, “Thousands of webpages are gone. Agency blames search tool,” E&E News,
(September 19, 2017), https://www.eenews.net/climatewire/stories/1060061005 (Accessed December 24,
2017).
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First, articles stated that information was taken offline, when there was no evidence
that webpages, documents, or data were removed, only that the search results that
linked to Web content were affected. Second, the specific focus on climate change
implied that there was a targeted removal of climate information. That the entire
search engine was affected refutes this implication. Third, there was no evidence
that the Trump administration was directly involved and several USGS
spokespeople stated on record that there was no political interference.

USGS failed to mitigate this confusion by not proactively announcing and explaining
the changes to their search engine. But in order to hold USGS—as well as other
agencies—accountable, we must have an accurate understanding of how changes
to websites really affect public access to information.

Describing changes to federal websites accurately can be a subtle exercise, yet it is
important to get it right for multiple reasons. Attributing changes to the wrong
sources and/or using inaccurate language to describe website changes
misrepresents the degree to which transformations are occurring at these agencies
and distracts the public from the real concern of information and resource removal
from websites. Furthermore, presenting wrong or misleading information drains
the news media’s bandwidth and wastes limited resources on error correction.
Without accurate information, members of the public and advocacy groups who
champion environmental and Web accountability via elected officials or legal
proceedings may pursue the wrong ends. More generally, inaccurate reporting
threatens public faith in the news media as an objective source of information
about the new administration, and the lack of such a trusted source undermines
democratic institutions.
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Vil. STATE AND LOCAL RESISTANCE TO TRUMP
ADMINISTRATION CLIMATE CENSORSHIP

The current administration has restricted U.S. efforts to address climate change
through actions such as withdrawing from the Paris climate accord and attempting
to repeal the Clean Power Plan. In response, many state and local governments are
leveraging their own authority and influence to reduce carbon emissions. Fourteen
states and the U.S. territory Puerto Rico have formed the United States Climate
Alliance,®” whose members are committed to upholding their state’s responsibility
under the Paris climate accord by decreasing their greenhouse gas emissions to
26-28% below their 2005 emissions by 2025. On the municipal level, 382 cities have
joined the Climate Mayors®® to uphold the Paris climate accord and more
significantly address greenhouse gas emissions and sustainable practices. For
instance, Los Angeles has committed to a 45% reduction below its 1990 emissions
by 2025, and an 80% reduction by 2050.

Municipalities and states have long been at the forefront of innovatively addressing
climate change issues, particularly when the federal government is unable to do so.
Following the United States’ failure to ratify the Kyoto Protocol in 2005, the U.S.
Conference of Mayors created the U.S. Mayors Climate Protection Agreement,®
which now has 1060 signatories, to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in each
signed mayor’s city in line with the Kyoto Protocol. Since the mid-2000s, several
states have formed regional alliances to create greenhouse gas emissions
reductions plans, such as the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative®™ in northeastern
states and the Western Climate Initiative.”’ Today, many state and cities are
banding together to address the changes in public access to environmental
information detailed in this report.

87 “United States Climate Alliance: States United for Climate Action,” U.S. Climate Alliance,
https://www.usclimatealliance.org/, (Accessed December 24, 2017).

8 “Cities adopt the Paris Climate Agreement goals,” Climate Mayors, http://climatemayors.org/,
(Accessed December 24, 2017).

8 “Mayors Climate Protection Center,” United States Conference of Mayors,
https://www.usmayors.org/mayors-climate-protection-center/, (Accessed December 24, 2017).

% “RGGI, Inc.,” Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, https://www.rggi.org/rgai, (Accessed December 24,
2017).

9 “Western Climate Initiative, Inc.,” Western Climate Initiative, Inc., http://www.wci-inc.org/, (Accessed
December 24, 2017).
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The mayors and governors involved in efforts to preserve public access to
information on climate change argue that an informed public is one of the first
steps to protecting the environment and addressing climate change. People need
to understand what climate change is, what we can do to slow it, and how we can
mitigate its effects.

In California, the state senate sought to protect federal environmental and climate
data by proposing a bill that would have required the Secretary for Environmental
Protection to make available online federal scientific information and data that was
deemed at risk.?”> While Governor Brown vetoed the bill due to concern about state
authority to protect federal whistleblowers, he did announce his support for
protecting and providing access to federal data and information.

Concerned by the possibility of lost climate information, the City of Chicago copied
parts of the EPA's climate change website, and is currently hosting it at the URL
http://climatechange.cityofchicago.org. A banner on the mirrored sites states that
“while this information may not be readily available on the EPA’'s website, in Chicago
we know climate change is real. We are joining cities around the country to make
sure citizens have access to information on climate change.” Chicago also
established instructions and a data repository in GitHub so that other cities could
copy and host the webpages; sixteen cities across the U.S. currently host this
information on their local government websites.”® This kind of action by local
governments is crucial for holding the federal government accountable.

COMMENT: A perspective from Lioneld Jordan, mayor of Fayetteville, AR,
about the role of cities in preserving digital climate information

Climate change poses a very serious threat not only in terms of sea level rise
for coastal communities but also for the heartland of America. Heat and
drought stress, along with flooding from more intense storms, are real climate
change consequences that we are facing in Fayetteville, Arkansas. We are

92 SB-51, (California 2017),
https://leginfo.leqgislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtmI?bill_id=201720180SB51 (Accessed December
24, 2017).

% “Climatechangeisreal,” City of Chicago, https://chicago.qgithub.io/climatechangeisreal/cities.html,
(Accessed December 24, 2017).
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committed to working with leaders of other cities, states, universities, and
businesses to identify these threats and to make our communities more
resilient to them. This is a matter of national security and social justice.
Through our work to develop Fayetteville's Energy Action Plan, we also
recognize that reducing carbon emissions and combating climate change
represents a significant economic opportunity for our city and our nation by
investing in a low-carbon economy and creating good jobs in energy efficiency
and renewable energy.

Preserving access to the Environmental Protection Agency's data and scientific
assessments of climate change is fundamental to our understanding and
collective will for action. This is true for the citizens of Fayetteville, Arkansas
and across the United States. Policies on how to respond to climate change
may be debatable but the underlying science on why climate change is
happening and what impacts it may have are not.
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agencies properly archive Web records, inform the public of important changes to
Web content, and ensure continued accessibility of important records.®’

More generally, we recommend the following practices for more just and
accountable data and information stewardship:

e Transparency. Especially for major website overhauls, but for smaller
updates to webpages as well, agencies should detail the scope of the pages
that will be affected and clearly explain the reason for planned alterations in
a public statement, well in advance of the changes actually being made.

e Responsible Web archiving. Federal agencies should not alter or reduce
access to Web content before they have created a log to thoroughly
document their intended changes and ensured that the content is preserved
and, for significant alterations, made accessible through a public archive.

e Valuing Web resources. Web resources should be valued in terms of their
educational importance, how much they enable historical understanding,
and their advancement of scientific and policy research. Records schedules
and records governance broadly should reflect these uses.

e Distributed Web archiving. Federal agencies should work with growing civil
society movements to rethink the way we organize, steward, and distribute
data, Web resources, and online information.

e Environmental data justice. Federal environmental agencies should work
to create digital infrastructure through which communities can determine
what kinds of data are collected and presented about them, in response to
which issues. This includes proactive efforts to identify and accommodate
those who access federal Web information, as well as offering communities
the right to refuse consent to data collection.

% Sunlight Foundation, OpenTheGovernment, American Libraries Association to U.S. Chief Records
Officer, Laurence Brewer, National Archives and Records Administration, “Improving Management of
Federal Web Records,” (November 14, 2017),
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/sites/ala.org.advocacy/files/content/govinfo/Sign-ons/Improving%20Manage
ment%200f%20Federal%20Web%20Records%20transparency%20letter%20t0%20NARA%20%281%29.
pdf (Accessed December 24, 2017).
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