
[image: image3.png]



HM NUCLEAR Installations Inspectorate

Quarterly Report for 1 April 2010 to 30 June 2010

West Cumbria Sites Stakeholder Group
Studsvik Metals Recycling Facility, Lillyhall
Contents

· Foreword
· Inspections
· Routine matters
· Non-routine matters
· Regulatory activity
Foreword

This report is issued as part of the Health and Safety Executive's commitment to make information about inspection and regulatory activities relating to the above site available to the public.  It is for distribution to members of the West Cumbria Sites Stakeholder Group (WCSSG) and covers activities associated with the regulation of safety at the Metals Recycling Facility nuclear licensed site.  These reports are distributed quarterly and are available on the HSE’s web site located at: http://www.hse.gov.uk/nuclear/llc/index.htm.  Site Inspectors of HM Nuclear Installations Inspectorate (NII) normally attend WCSSG meetings and will be happy to respond to questions raised there or subsequently by members of the WCSSG.  Any other person wishing to enquire about matters covered by this report may contact the HSE’s Nuclear Directorate on 0151 951 4103/3484/3290.

Nuclear Directorate
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Redgrave Court
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Inspections

The Nuclear Installations Inspectorate (NII) Site Inspector visited the Metals Recycling Facility with colleagues on the following dates during the quarter:
28, May 2010, 15-16 June 2010

In accordance with Nuclear Directorate’s policy of changing staff from time to time, the Nominated Site Inspector changed on 1 June 2010.
Routine matters
Inspections at site
Inspections are undertaken at site as part of the process for monitoring compliance with:
(i) The conditions attached by HSE/NII to the nuclear site licence;
(ii) The Health and Safety at Work etc Act (HSWA) 1974; and
(iii) Regulations made under the HSWA, for example, the Ionising Radiations Regulations 1999 and the Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999.
This entails monitoring licensees’ actions on the site in relation to incidents, operations, maintenance, projects, modifications, safety case changes, and any other matters that may affect safety.  The licensees/operators are required to make and implement adequate arrangements under the conditions attached to the licence to ensure legal compliance.  Inspections judge both the adequacy of such arrangements and their implementation.
Site familiarization
The incoming Site Inspector attended site to familiarize himself with Metals Recycling Facility and went on to inspect some of the arrangements for controlling activities. A number of observations arose during the familiarisation visit, all of which were relatively minor when considered against current levels of operation.
Emergency arrangements

The NII Site Inspector, together with Nuclear Directorate colleagues and the Environment Agency regulator for the site, witnessed a demonstration of the Metals Recycling Facility’s emergency arrangements.  It is a requirement of all nuclear licensed sites that they carry out annual exercises that test their emergency arrangements such that, over the course of several years, all relevant aspects are  demonstrated.  The regulatory team was generally pleased with the response of the site staff and concluded that this was a satisfactory demonstration of the emergency arrangements. Notwithstanding this, the site staff identified further refinements that they considered would improve their arrangements and the regulatory observers suggested others.

Events

In accordance with agreed arrangements, Metals Recycling Facility notified HSE’s Nuclear Directorate of one event that had occurred on the site, involving receipt of a waste consignment that did not meet the site’s requirements. The licensee has been investigating this event and a final report detailing their findings is due to be endorsed during July 2010.
Non-routine matters

Licensees are required to have arrangements to respond to non-routine matters and events.  NII inspectors judge the adequacy of the licensee’s response, including actions taken to implement any necessary improvements. 
Following a Department of Transport (DfT) audit of transport arrangements, Studsvik UK Ltd have embargoed the transport of radioactive material in all packages owned by them because of a range of deficiencies identified by the audit.  NII will seek to ensure that such deficiencies do not extend wider to areas of nuclear site license compliance. 
Proposed changes to HSE’s Nuclear Directorate

At present, the decision to separate HSE's Nuclear Directorate into a new organisation is with ministers for consideration.  We will report on any progress made with this item in future reports.

Regulatory activity

Under health and safety legislation NII Site Inspectors, and other HSE Inspectors, may issue formal documents to ensure compliance with regulatory requirements.  Under nuclear site licence conditions HSE/NII issues regulatory documents, which either permission an activity or require some form of action to be taken; these are collectively termed Licence Instruments.  In addition, inspectors may issue enforcement notices to secure improvements to safety.
No Licence Instruments were issued in the period.
Report ends
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